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NATIONAL REPORT 


2 Top Negro Leaders Plan To Leave Miss. 

Two of Mississippi’s most courageous Negro 
leaders, Dr. T. R. M. Howard of Mound Bayou and 
Belzoni grocer Gus Courts, the NAACP president 
who narrowly missed being killed three weeks ago 
when ambushed by whites, have decided to leave the 
state in fear of their lives, JET learned. 

A resident of the state for 13 years, Dr. Howard, 
who organized the powerful Mississippi Council of 
Negro leadership in 1949 and shortly afterwards be- 
came the state’s most hated Negro, disclosed that he 
has sold his $35,000 home and $150,000 worth of 
land. He plans to set up temporary quarters for his 
wife and two small sons in California and next year 
buy a home in either Chicago or New York. For the 
time being, he will continue to head the Friendship 
Clinic in Mound Bayou. 

“I can do more for Mississippi Negroes outside of 
the state,’”’ said the militant surgeon. “It’s better to 
be alive outside than to be underneath six feet of 





Published weekly by Johnson Publishing Co., Inc., at 1820 S. Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago 16, Illinois. New York office at 55 West 42nd Street. Los Angeles office at 
1127 Wilshire Blvd. Entered Ne second class matter at the Post Office at Chicago, 
Ill., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Entire contents copyright 1955, by Johnson 
Publishing Co., Inc. Subscriptions: $7 one year, Canada $9. Foreign $10. 











Wace 


a sur bah 


Dr. and Mrs. Howard pack to leave (Il.), Courts recovering (r.). 





soil in Mississippi.” He reported that death threats have 
tripled in recent weeks and his family is “cracking up” 
under the strain. 

Meanwhile Courts, who has recovered from the ambush 


wounds, said that he has been warned not to return to « 


strife-torn Belzoni. A delegation of Negro citizens pleaded 
with him to go to another state after they received word 
that the merchant “will be dead by January Ist.” 


‘Lost’ Law Opens D. C. Bowling Alleys To Negroes 

Lily-white bowling alleys in Washington, D. C., were 
opened to Negro patronage when Municipal Court Judge 
Andrew J. Howard invoked an 1870 law and found the 
Central Amusement Co., Inc. guilty of discrimination. 
The company, operators of the Lucky Strike Bowling 
Alley, was fined $55 each on two counts of violating the 
long-unused law prohibiting amusement places from 
closing their facilities to Negroes. 
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Asks White Woman For Dance, GI Killed 

A 26-year-old Negro soldier, Charles A. Hart of 
Clinton, S. C., was stabbed to death in an Anchorage, 
Alaska, bar after he was slapped by a white woman 
he had asked for a dance. Held on second-degree 
murder charges for the slaying are the woman, Mrs. 
Helen Virginia Smith, 30, from Texas, and an airman 
companion, Charles A. Hinton, 21, of Florida, whom 
police said stabbed Hart five times with a three-inch 
knife. Said the Smith woman of Hart: “That nigger 
should have been killed a long time ago. No nigger 
can talk to a white woman like that and get away 
with it.” 




















Shot 5 Times, Mo. Man Awarded $10,000 Damages 

A St. Louis coal yard foreman who was shot five times 
by a special railway agent in 1954 was awarded $10,000 
damages in a local circuit court. Quincy C. Davis was 
shot by George Schlueter, a special agent for the Ter- 
minal Railroad, who found Davis and three accomplices 
on railroad property at night. Schlueter claimed he shot 
Davis in self-defense, but Davis, shot in his company’s 
office building, claimed they were leaving in an orderly 
manner when he was shot. 


Klan Warns S. C. NAACP Leader To Leave State 
The president of the Elloree, S. C., 
NAACP, L. A. Blackman, was warned by 
the Ku Klux Klan to leave the city and 
the state during a mass meeting where 
about 60 white-robed members met and 
burned a cross. Mayor W. J. Deer, who 
said he did not know the identity of the 
Klansmen, revealed the threat to Black- 
man, a contractor. Earlier, Blackman 
had been deprived of his post office box a 

because of his NAACP activities. Black- Blackman 
man, who said he arrived at the mass meeting scene after 
the speaking was over, said he had “no idea” of leaving. 






























MISS. ‘GUN DUEL? REVEALED AS MURDER 
WITNESSES SAY SLAIN NEGRO 
A few minutes 
after an argument 
with Negro station 
attendant Clinton 
Melton, 33, over $2 
worth of gasoline, 
Glendora, Miss., 
cotton gin man- 
ager Elmer Kimbell 
swore that he was 
ay = going to kill “that 
Killer shot through windshield before Smart nigger.” § 
Negro could fiee in automobile. Minutes later, Kim- 
bell, shotgun in hand, returned to the station looking for 
the 33-year-old war veteran. 

The scene was tense. White gasoline station owner Lee 
McGarrh, who had suspected violence and ordered Melton 
to go home, watched in terror as Kimbell approached the 
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Office of town mayor is located in room at left of garage office 
where slaying took place. 
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DIDN’T GUN-DUEL WHITE MAN 


Negro, who was getting into his car. 
Suddenly, John Henry Wilson, 29- 
year-old helper of Kimbell’s at 
the gin, rushed forward, pleading, 
“Don’t kill him—please.” Retorted 
Kimbell: “Get back before I kill 
you,” and Wilson fled into the sta- 
tion, hiding his face. Seconds later, 
three shots rang out and Melton lay 
dead beside his car, two wounds in 
his head and another on his left 
hand. 

Hurriedly leaving the murder 





i P 
Key witness is John 
Henry Wilson. 





scene, Kimbell drove to the ome of the town’s most pub- 
licized citizen, J. W. Milam, one of the two defendants in 
the recent Till murder trial, where his wife and Milam’s 
wife washed a shoulder wound which Kimbell told re- 
porters he had received in a gun duel with the Negro. 


Later, Milam drove 
the “wounded man” 
to a hospitalin 
Charleston. 

For five days—until 
Melton’s body was 
buried in a rundown 
Negro cemetery — the 
white people weighed 
the situation. Civic 
leaders like Lee Mc- 
Garrh, the _ station 
owner, and his broth- 
er, Ellis, who as con- 
stable arrived first on 
the scene and report- 





White minister William Harris helped 


ed seeing no gun in _pictim’s father, Folie, at funeral. 
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Community Leaters Seek End To Lawlessness 


the Negro’s possession, called the 
shooting “deliberate and _  cold- 
blooded.” There were all sorts of 
rumors floating about the friend- 
ship of Milam and Kimbell and 
their hatred of Negroes. If the de- 
cent white people didn’t move in to 
halt such crimes, the community 
would soon deteriorate to mob rule. 

Arising at a Lions Club meeting, 
28-year-old Rev. William A. Har- 
Constable Ellis Mc- TiS, pastor of the white Glendora 
Garrh said Negrohad Methodist Church, told of the 
no gun when shot. incident and demanded that the 
town’s largest group go on record in protest. He described 
Melton as “one of the finest members of the Negro race 
in this community” and warned that the “taking of his 
life” was an outrage. 


: 





With leaders in the 
community lined up sol- 
idly in a campaign for 
justice, accused murder- 
er Kimbell, who was 
booked and held without 
bond, suddenly decided & 
to quit talking about 
how he received a gun 
wound in the shoulder. 
His lawyer also quit him. 
Meanwhile, townspeople 
are making plans to 
care for Melton’s 29- 
year-old widow, Beulah, 
and her five small chil- 
dren. Leaders plan to 
launch a campaign to es- , 
tablish a fund for them. 





e 


Victim’s widow Beulah was left 
with five children to take care of. 
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Wi Paid In Full: Receiving checks totaling $7,500 for the 
33 months each man spent as a prisoner of Chinese Com- 
munists in North Korea, war veterans Ninevah Carter, 
Lyle G. Swanton and Harvey O. Mitchell beam at getting 
about $2,500 each at Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 


Ark. Father Sends Son Away After Death Threat 

A 73-year-old Hoxie, Ark., father, Clarence Braxton, who 
was warned that his 16-year-old son might be killed in the 
same way as Emmett Till if the boy attended integrated 
schools, told the Federal District Court at Jonesboro that 
he sent his son to Washington state because “I didn’t want 
my boy to get what that whistling boy got in Mississippi.” 
Braxton said he received the threat in a letter postmarked 
in Hoxie and containing a clipping of the Till murder with 
the words, “Your boy can get the same thing,” inscribed 
across the top. 


Calif. Mother Sues City Over Pool Discrimination 

A $1,000 damage suit was filed against the city of South 
Pasadena, Calif., by Mrs. Mildred Johnson, who charged 
that her eight-year-old adopted daughter, Susan McClain, 
a German-Negro war orphan, was barred from a city 
swimming pool last August 2. 





















































Community Leaders Seek End To Lawlessness 


the Negro’s possession, called the 
shooting “deliberate and _  cold- 
blooded.” There were all sorts of 
rumors floating about the friend- 
ship of Milam and Kimbell and 
their hatred of Negroes. If the de- 
cent white people didn’t move in to 
halt such crimes, the community 
would soon deteriorate to mob rule. 

Arising at a Lions Club meeting, 
28-year-old Rev. William A. Har- 
Constable Ellis Mc- ‘TiS, pastor of the white Glendora 
Garrh said Negrohad Methodist Church, told of the 
no gun when shot. incident and demanded that the 
town’s largest group go on record in protest. He described 
Melton as “one of the finest members of the Negro race 
in this community” and warned that the “taking of his 
life” was an outrage. 


‘ 





With leaders in the 
community lined up sol- 
idly in a campaign for 
justice, accused murder- 
er Kimbell, who was 
booked and held without 
bond, suddenly decided & 
to quit talking about 
how he received a gun 
wound in the shoulder. 
His lawyer also quit him. 
Meanwhile, townspeople 
are making plans to 
care for Melton’s 29- 
year-old widow, Beulah, 
and her five small chil- 
dren. Leaders plan to 
launch a campaign to es- 
tablish a fund for them. P 






Victim’s widow Beulah was left 
with five children to take care of. 




















W Paid In Full: Receiving checks totaling $7,500 for the 
33 months each man spent as a prisoner of Chinese Com- 
munists in North Korea, war veterans Ninevah Carter, 
Lyle G. Swanton and Harvey O. Mitchell beam at getting 
about $2,500 each at Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 


Ark. Father Sends Son Away After Death Threat 

A 73-year-old Hoxie, Ark., father, Clarence Braxton, who 
was warned that his 16-year-old son might be killed in the 
same way as Emmett Till if the boy attended integrated 
schools, told the Federal District Court at Jonesboro that 
he sent his son to Washington state because “I didn’t want 
my boy to get what that whistling boy got in Mississippi.” 
Braxton said he received the threat in a letter postmarked 
in Hoxie and containing a clipping of the Till murder with 
the words, “Your boy can get the same thing,” inscribed 
across the top. 


Calif. Mother Sues City Over Pool Discrimination 

A $1,000 damage suit was filed against the city of South 
Pasadena, Calif., by Mrs. Mildred Johnson, who charged 
that her eight-year-old adopted daughter, Susan McClain, 
a German-Negro war orphan, was barred from a city 
swimming pool last August 2. 





























| THE MISS. NEGRO NOBODY WANTS TO HELP 


MAY LOSE $20, 000 HOME AND LIFE 


Last year when 44-year- 
old Amzie Moore refused 
to quit as NAACP presi- 
dent in Cleveland, Miss., 
he was warned by whites 
that he stood to lose his P 
: $20,000 ranch home, a $29,- 

= 000 combination gasoline 
station-cafe-beauty shop, 
some $15,000 worth of 
equipment and maybe 
gf y even his life. But war 
Amzie Moore started business veteran Moore stood firm. 
after World War I Defying the threats, he or- 
ganized one of the a branches in the state’s 
strife-ridden Delta area. 

As he worked to build the NAACP, the white Citizens 
Council, meanwhile, plotted his downfall. Suddenly, 
without notice, all of the local banks, stores and whole- 
sale supply houses withdrew Moore’s credit and de- 
manded immediate payment of some $6,000 in bills. As 
soon as word reached NAACP officials in New York, they 
masterminded a plan of self-help for Mississippi’s “eco- 
nomic squeeze” victims. Moore’s case was one of those 
used to spur northerners to loan an estimated $300,000 
to a “War Chest” fund in Memphis’ Tri-State Bank. 

Last week, with more than $200,000 remaining in the 
NAACP “War Chest” (an estimated $90,000 already has 
been loaned to financially distressed southern Negroes) , f 
NAACP president Moore was making plans to vacate his 
modern eight-room home and move to a three-room 
frame house. The reason: Moore couldn’t satisfy some 
$5,200 in bills for equipment. His home has been put up 
for public auction early in January. 

For the past few months, civil rights fighter Moore 
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[FE! BUT NAACP OFFICIAL WON’T QUIT 
r- has traveled hundreds of miles seeking financial back- 
od ing in five states. Personally appearing before the su- 
si- pervisors of the NAACP “War Chest” fund, he was told 
.. that he was ineligible to receive money because he 
es lacked sufficient collateral. He then contacted NAACP 
‘is P Secretary Roy Wilkins who negotiated a $1,200 loan, but 
),- said he was unable to obtain any more. 
1e “T don’t want any gifts,” said Moore. “All I want is a 
p, straight business deal. I can help myself once I get out 
of of the shadow of these bills. Somewhere in America, 
e . there must live a man or woman who will help me.” 
ar In a recent interview, NAACP Secretary Roy Wilkins 
n. admitted that Moore could not qualify for help from the 
r- “War Chest” fund, explaining that the Tri-State Bank 
"§ loaned money only to persons who satisfy the rigid 
banking standards. A Tri-State Bank board member 
1s admitted that Moore’s application was rejected be- 
y, cause of his below-$4,000-a-year postal income. 
e- Meanwhile, the Moore case has touched off a bitter 
e- furor in official NAACP circles, provoking even the 
is threatened resignation of a NAACP official who con- 
y tended that Moore should be helped by any means. 
D- = — 
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: At filling station, Moore refused to install Jim Crow rest 
"e | rooms. Whites then threatened to “blow up” station. 



















































ALABAMANS APPLY ‘ECONOMIC SQUEEZE’ 
NEGROES STOP RIDING MONTGOMERY jj 


} One morning last 
= week when the 
temperature skid- 
ded to a freezing, 
un-southernly 22 
degreesin Mont- ¢ 
gomery, Ala., Ne- 
groes, who make up 
75 per cent of the 
city transit sys- 
tem’s customers, 
stood shivering on 
corners in ‘‘The 
Cradle of the Con- 
Fined in bus case, Mrs. Rosa Parks con- federacy”and 
fers with Atty. Fred Gray. waved off the big 
yellow city buses that rumbled to a stop to pick them up. 
Reason: Some 5,000 Negroes voted at a mass meeting to 
stay off the buses until a satisfactory arrangement is 
worked out in a dispute over Jim Crow seating. 

The controversy began when a 42-year-old Negro de- 
partment store seamstress, Mrs. Rosa Parks, was arrested 
and fined $10 for refusing to get up and give her seat to 
a white passenger on a 36-seat, 10 cent-fare bus that oper- 
ates in a city where Negroes are 40 per cent of the total 
106,525 population. 

As the mass protest mounted, J. H. Bagley, manager of 
the transit company owned by a Chicago corporation, said 
“more than 90 per cent” of the Negroes refused to ride the 
buses. Transit earnings dropped an estimated $3,200 daily. 
When Negroes showed no sign of easing the squeeze in 
their “economic reprisals,” believed to be one of the largest 
and most effective demonstrations ever attempted in the 
segregated South, tension started rising. The company 
reported four buses were fired on and reserve police were 
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Its Negro section empty, city bus rumbles along its route with 
white passengers. Sign on bus says “Ease that squeeze.” 


Protesting conviction of Mrs. Parks, who refused a Jim Crow 
bus seat, 5,000 Negroes attended mass meeting, stayed off buses. 
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Negroes Stick Together; Gird For Long Fight 


dispatched to escort empty buses through strife-ridden j 
Negro districts. 

Mayor W. A. Gayle appointed a committee of Negro 
leaders, headed by Rev. M. L. King Jr., to confer with 
Bagley and the bus company’s lawyer, Jack Crenshaw, to 
end the dispute. Rev. King, pastor of 78-year-old Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church (one block from the capitol) , said 
the solution was simple: 1) seat passengers on a “first 
come, first served” basis; 2) stop drivers from bullying and 
insulting Negroes; 3) hire Negro bus drivers on routes 
“predominantly” Negro. When the company balked on all 
but the second proposal, the minister asked: “Should we 
continue to stay off the buses or attack the segregation , 
law?” Crenshaw bounded: “If you can get the law 
changed, it will suit us fine. We will obey the law.” 

As the dispute entered its second week, Negroes were 
sticking together, girding for a long fight. Service station 
owner David Williams gave free gas to “car pool drivers.” 
Negroes began praying and paying to aid the fight. “This,” 
intoned Rev. King, “is Democracy being transformed from 
thin paper to thick action. Negroes, long infected with the 
crippling paralysis of fear, are tired of the long nights in 
captivity and are now reaching out for the daybreak of 
freedom.” Echoed businessman P. M. Blair: “Our Negro 
women are safe now from those white bus drivers who 





Mayor W. A. Gayle Manager J.H.Bagley Atty. Jack Crenshaw 
...wants a solution ...wants bus revenue ...wants law obeyed 
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use two D’s on 
them. They 
either dog ’em 
or date ’em.” 
Though pas- 
sion is fired as 
mass meetings 
continue, Ne- 
groes are cau- 
tioned by their 
leaders to _ re- 
strain from any 
acts of violence. 
“We are seeking 


Canes Se 0 Se White Luther * pastor, Rev. Robert 
; ” 1 U ‘a A ° 
— oan Sheer Graetz, gives Negroes free ride in car. 


we will not retreat one inch in our fight to secure and 
hold our American citizenship. The history books will 
write of us as a race of people who in Montgomery 
County, State of Alabama, Country of the United States, 
stood up and fought for their rights as American citizens, 
as citizens of a democracy.” Commented a white news- 
paper man covering one of the mass meetings: “It (pub- 
lic meeting) proved beyond any doubt there was a disci- 
pline among Negroes that many whites had doubted. It 
was almost military discipline combined with emotion.” 
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Cos rs oa 
David Williams Atty. Fred Gray Rev. M. L. King Jr. 
.. wants to help ...wantsclientfree ... wants justice 
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Jackson 
dicted for conspiring to advocate or teach the violent 
overthrow of the government. 


Sought Since 1951, Red Leader Surrenders In N. Y. 


A former southern regional director of 
the Communist Party, James E. Jackson 
Jr., who in 1951 was indicted for conspir- 
acy under the Smith Act, surrendered to 
U. S. authorities in New York City. He 
was arraigned in U. S. District Court.and 
held under $20,000 bail. 
vanished after he and 20 other “second- 
string Red bosses” were indicted over four 
years ago, refused to tell where he had 
been hiding. The communists were in- 


Memphis Woman Wins $2,850 In Damage Suit 

Mrs. Julia Guess, a Memphis housewife, who claimed 
she lost her unborn child after being injured when a local 
railway coach jumped its track and crashed into a con- 
crete wall, was awarded $2,850 in Circuit Court. The judg- 
ment resulted from a $50,000 damage suit she filed against 
the Memphis Street Railway Co. after the May 23 crash. 


Yesterday In Negro History 


December 19, 1891—Charles Randolph Uncles be- 
came the first Negro Catholic priest ever ordained 
in the United States. He was given the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders by Cardinal Gibbons in the Balti- 


more (Md.) Cathedral. 
December 20, 1816 — Wil- 
liam Cooper Nell, outstand- 
ing Negro historian, orator 
and anti-slavery worker, 
was born in Boston. 
December 21, 1934—Wallace 
Thurman, the “Negro Ren- 
aissance” author of In- 
fants Of The Spring and the 
Blacker The Berry, died in 
New York at the age of 32. 


Wallace Thurman 





Jackson, who 
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TICKER TAPE U.S.A. | 


Confidential: You won’t read this in newspapers but 
Presidential contender Adlai Stevenson intends to 
dodge controversial civil rights issues and avoid ex- 
cessive public contacts with northern Negro leaders. 
The reason: insiders have advised him that Negroes 
are Democratic, anyhow, and since he needs the 
Dixie bloc to win the Democratic nomination, he 
must be cautious . . . The labor boys don’t intend 
to back civil rights legislation in next year’s Con- 
gress. Here’s why: a fight over such a topic could 
split the Dems and ruin chances for a 1956 victory. 
. * * 


Straight Down The Middle: The White House is 
sitting on another “hot potato” in the Virgin Islands. 
Advisors are giving newly-appointed Gov. Walter 
Gordan six months before the islanders demand his 
scalp ... Detroit Congressman Charles C. Diggs Jr. 
is making plans to set up a branch office in Mound 
Bayou, Miss., with a secretary hired only to keep 
him abreast of civil rights incidents . . . Ex-UN Dele- 
gate Archibald Carey has flatly refused to oppose 
Chicago Congressman William L. Dawson next year. 
The GOP presently is without a strong contender. 
* * ok 
U. S. Exclusives: White House aide E. Frederic Mor- 
row is regarded as the GOP’s best “Exhibit A” and 
will be used on frequent coast-to-coast speaking 
tours ... Credit for the Jim Crow travel ban goes 
to the-D. C. law firm of Roundtree and Robertson 
(who donated $1,000 in expenses) and NAACPers 
Frank Reeves and Robert Carter. —SIMEON BOOKER 























| FOREIGN NEWS | 


Africa can 2 Named Equerry To British Queen 





Maj. Johnson Aguiyiironsi, 31-year-old 
Nigerian army officer, was named to at- 
tend Queen Elizabeth II of England dur- 
ing her tour of Nigeria early next year 
and became the first African to be ap- 
pointed an equerry (a personal attend- 
ant) to a British sovereign. Presently at- 
tending a company commanders’ course 
at Warminster, England, Maj. Aguiyii- 
ronsi is «ttached to the 4th Battalion of 
the Nigerian regiment. 


Prec soe Selassie Gets Yacht Gift From Tito 
Marshall Tito, president of Yugoslavia, gifted Emperor 
Haile Selassie of Ethiopia with a 100-foot air-conditioned 

























steel yacht equipped 
with three apartments 
to accommodate 10 per- 
sons and furnished with 
Yugoslavian rugs and 
furnishings. 





a 
W Ethiopian Beauty 
Queen: Winner of the 
first national beauty 
contest in the history 
of Ethiopia, Sophia As- 
fao, niece of a minister 
in the imperial Ethio- 
pian government, wears 
her royal raiment. Shun- 
ning traditional bathing 
suits, the contestants 
wore skirts not more 
than four inches from 
floor. 
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Order U. S. Actress, White Mate From London Flat 

For the second time in 
less than a year, an in- 
terracial London couple, 
Tony and Sylvia Over- 
man, were ordered to 
vacate their apartment 
because Mrs. Overman, 
an American-born ac- 
tress, is a Negro. The 
Overmans were ordered 
to move out of their 
furnished Chelsea apart- 
ment after the landlady, 
White Russian Princess 
Anne Maria Galitzine, 
visited the couple. The 
rental agency phoned ' “e4/ 
Overman, a writer and =. : 
restaurant manager, and Tony and Sylvia Overman 
informed him: “Princess Galitzine has informed me that 
there is a non-European living in the house, and that is 
not allowed. You must leave at the end of the month.” 
Overman protested, and later was permitted to remain for 
a year. He said he would take the case to court. 






Berserk Sailor Battles 7 Cops In Scotland 

In Glasgow, Scotland, a six-foot-three sailor who went 
berserk in a court cell tossed around seven policemen— 
including a judo expert—“like rubber balls.” The sailor, 
Abdul Carim, slammed one police sergeant against a wall, 
bit another’s finger, broke the cell windows and then tried 
to set the place afire. Earlier, Carim was accused of as- 
saulting a policeman aboard a ship. 


Scientists Study Hearts Of African Tribesmen 
Scientists are studying the Bantu tribes of Central and 
South Africa, who are immune to heart disease, for clues 
to curbing the high rate of the disease in the Western 
world, it was disclosed in Johannesburg. 
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Wife Divorces S. C. Medic Because Of Other Women 
A McCormick, S. C., wife whose doctor-husband told 
her that “seeing other women is an occupational hazard 
of doctors,” won an uncontested divorce from her mate. 
The wife, Mrs. Loretta Middleton, charged that her hus- 
band, Dr. Charlie Middleton, had been going around 
with other women, and did not deny extra-marital af- 
fairs. Mrs. Middleton said he told her: “I was a doctor 
when you married me. I am still a doctor, and you know 
seeing women is an occupational hazard of doctors.” 


Caresses Woman, Charged With Death Of Her Baby 

A 30-year-old truck driver who caused a child to be 
born prematurely while he was making advances to a 
eight-and-a-half-month pregnant woman, was charged 
with murder in Kingston, Jamaica. Police said Edwin 
(Bobsie) Millwood squeezed the woman about her ab- 
domen so hard it 
proved fatal to her 
child. 
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W Blues Singer’s 
Son: Photographed 
for the first time, 
three-week-old Joe 
Williams Jr., six- 
pound, five - ounce 
son of the famed 
Count Basie blues 
singer, is proudly 
shown off by his 
mother, Mrs. Lem- 
me Williams, and 
nurse captain Dor- 
othy Purser, at Cin- 
cinnati’s Catherine 
Booth Hospital. 
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W Chicago Interracial Couple Weds: Exchanging wed- | 
ding vows in Chicago’s Church of God, school teacher 


b- Rosa Mae Johnikan is married to garage employe Albert 
it Etson by Rev. Thomas Waller, performing his first inter- | 
or racial ceremony. Attending the couple are Henry Mus- | 


dalien (1.) best man, and maid of honor Lois Davis. 
Bride-To-Be Shot By Intended Mother-In-Law 


= A 19-year-old Augusta, Ga., prospective bride, Susie 
d Mae Croft, was shot in both legs by her intended mother- . 
©, 4 in-law, Mrs. Sara Fulcher, after Miss Croft broke off the 
e engagement to Mrs. Fulcher’s son, Albert. Miss Croft 
A said she cailed off the marriage because the prospective 

e bridegroom came to her home drunk and acting dis- 

: orderly. 

y | Woman Asks Divorce From ‘Increasingly Cruel’ Mate 
is A Washington, D. C., wife, Mrs. Dorothy M. Bennett, 
- sought a limited divorce from her husband, William, after 

d six years of marriage on grounds that he had become in- 

rt. creasingly cruel. Among her charges: 1) Bennett tried to 





he drew a butcher knife on her; and 3) his treatment 
forced her to resign her job because of a nervous condition. 
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drown her in a bathtub; 2) shortly after she forgave him, | 











































Off Paris Ladder, Weds Britisher 
. A 26-year-old secre- 4 
tary from Nashville, 
Tenn., Miss Vilma 
Howard, found true 
love the hard way: 
she went to Paris and | 
fell off a ladder. The | 
stranger who picked , 
her up was white, 
British UNESCO stat- 
istician and amateur 
photographer Christo- 
pher Scott, 28. A fort- 
night ago, some three 
months after Miss 
Howard left the U. S., 
the couple was mar- 
ried. Miss Howard is 
secretary to a British 
member of Parlia- 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott ment. Scott won fame 
last September when his exclusive photos of the 
bodies of Lenin and Stalin, first ever taken inside 
their closely-guarded Kremlin mausoleum and smug- 
gled to the outside world, were published in Life 
magazine. 


U. S. Girl Falls 

















N. J. Wife, Angry With Mate, Sets 5 Fires In Home 


A 37-year-old Newark, N. J., woman lit five separate 
fires in her two-and-a-half story frame house because of 
an argument with her husband. Mrs. Roxie Morgan ad- 
mitted that she set the fires—which caused $6,000 dam- 
age—because her husband, Floyd, refused to allow her 
daughter by a previous marriage to occupy an apartment 
in their home. Morgan had to re-enter the building and 
pull his wife from their apartment, where she stood 
watching the flames. 
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Nab Prominent Medic On Stolen ne ge Charge 

Wealthy Dr. Samuel B. Milton, former 
Wayne County (Detroit) coroner and 
owner of suburban Sumby Hospital, was 
arrested on a charge of receiving and 
concealing stolen property after police 
said they found a stolen $700 ultrasonic 
generator in the River Rouge hospital. 
Police said the machine, which is used in 
deep therapy for rheumatic diseases, was 
stolen from a car in a Detroit parking lot 
by ex-convict William McCants, 31, who = & 
also was arrested. Dr. Milton 





Strict Texas Medical Body Drops Racial Bars 

The Texas Academy of General Practice announced at 
Austin that Negro physicians will be admitted to the strict 
medical body on the same basis as whites. The academy, 


composed of family doctors, requires members to continue - 


their postgraduate medical education. 


N. C. Woman, 71, Thrown Out Of White Church 

A 71-year-old former Shaw University faculty member, 
Miss Bertha Perry, was thrown out of a white church 
near Wake Forest, N. C., when she went there to see the 
minister, and was warned that she would “get hurt” if 
she returned. Miss Perry, a 100-pound Christian Science 
missionary, said a white man yanked her into the church 
yard after he “took me by the arm and started shoving 
me” toward the door. She said she was asked what she 
was doing in the church and was accused of “snooping.” 
The minister, Rev. Dwight Watts, who termed the inci- 
dent “unfortunate,” admitted that he ordered Miss Perry 
to leave the church grounds but said he did so “for her 
own safety.” 
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Worps oF tue Weex 


The ew York Daily Mirror, editorializing on the seahent 
staged by Georgia Tech students after Gov. Marvin Grif- 
fin sought to prevent Tech from playing in the Sugar 
Bowl: “It is possible to say one thing about the South: 
The students are so much better than the governors.” 


“Aunt” Maggie Wiggins, a 116-year-old ex-slave of 
Durham, N.C., when asked how many husbands she has 
had: “Ain’t had no husbands. Had three pieces.” 


Thelma Pollock, when asked by a Detroit judge if she had 
any witnesses she could produce in an assault and battery 
case against her ex-sweetheart: “I have my husband here 
in the court as my witness.” 


Dora Lee Martin, 17-year-old freshman dramatic arts 
major from Houston, Texas, after being chosen “Queen 
of Queens” by white male students at the State University 
of Iowa: “At home, it will be the biggest shock of the 
century.” 

Al Hibbler, blind baritone, after purchasing a new house 
in Teaneck, N.J., with the first royalty check from his 
hit record, He, used as a down payment: “Look what ‘He’ 
did for us!” 

Louis Armstrong, jazz exponent, commenting on waltz 
king Guy Lombardo’s music: “This band 
is helping keep music alive, fighting those 
damn be-boppers. The Lombardos are my 
inspirators.” 

Katherine Dunham, the veteran dancer 
who is one of the few non-natives ever to 
witness authentic voodoo rites, when a 
friend pleaded, “There must be some- 
thing you can tell us about the voodoo.”: 
“Yes, I can tell you I had a lot of trouble 
vere washing egg yolk and chicken feathers 
Miss Dunham out of my hair afterwards.” 
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Negroes Appeal Tenn. ‘Go Slow’ Desegregation Rule 

A Federal Court ruling permitting gradual desegrega- 
tion in all state-supported Tennessee colleges and univer- 
sities will be appealed, five Memphis Negroes announced. 
The Negroes, who had sought immediate admission to 
Memphis State College, filed notice of appeal to the Sixth 
U. S. Circuit Court at Cincinnati. 

e Texas. The North Texas State College at Denton was 
“forever” enjoined from barring Negro students in a rul- 
ing by Federal District Judge Joe W. Sheehy. 

e Florida. Petitions urging that Negroes be admitted 
to the University of Mi- 
ami were circulated on 
the campus, in class- 
rooms and on bulletin 
boards by a group of 20 
students. 








» 
Wi lowa Males Pick Negro 
Queen: Winning out 
over 28 white candidates 
for the title of “Queen 
of Queens” at the State 
University of Iowa in 
Iowa City, 17-year-old 
Dora Lee Martin, first 
Negro ever to be selected, 
receives her crown from 
emcee Jay Ryan. Dora,a 
freshman from Houston, 
Texas, won out by 50 
votes over the next high- 
est candidate in the bal- 
loting of 5,500 male stu- 
dents, using campaign 
theme “The Yellow Rose 
of Texas.” 




























WA Word For 
Bias: Putting his 
signature to a 
bill allowing Vir- 
ginians to vote 
on a state con- 
stitution amend- 
ment that would 
permit subsi- 
dization of pri- 
vate schools, 
Gov. Thomas B. 
Stanley begins 
plan to preserve 
segregation. 





Wants Children In Negro Schools, White Man Sues 

A white Fisk University professor, Dr. Robert W. Remfer, 
who in 1954 sought unsuccessfully to enroll his children 
in Negro public schools in Nashville, filed suit in Federal 
District Court to compel the School Board to admit his 
children to Negro schools. He said they have been denied 
admittance “solely because of their race or color.” 





Editor Gets Snickers While Censoring Gigglers 
While addressing a Founders Day assembly at 
white Greensboro (N. C.) College, newspaper editor 
Holt McPherson criticized Negro students from near- 
by A. and T. College for snickering during a recent 
speech by Gov. Luther Hodges, and was astonished 
when his audience suddenly burst into giggles. A 
moment later, the embarrassed McPherson, editor of 
the High Point (N. C.) Enterprise, saw college presi- 
dent Dr. Harold H. Huston remove a big yellow cat 
that had wandered onto the platform as McPherson 
talked. Sighed McPherson: “He must have smelled 
a rat.” 
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WEEKLY ALMANAC|;| 


_ FLYER OF THE WEEK. On a drinking spree 
= = = in West Palm Beach, Fla., 29-year-old Carl Leon 
Smith stepped out on a second-story porch, spread his 
arms eagle-fashion, and with wing-like motions sailed 
out over a guard rail. He died at a hospital 10 hours 
later of multiple fractures and internal injuries. 


_. CLUB MEMBERS OF THE WEEK. In Chicago, 
<= = = each member of the Mariners interracial quar- 
tet showed a card certifying paid-up, life membership in 
the “F.B.A.G.A.P.S.M.W.P.,” the abbreviation for “Fired by 
Arthur Godfrey Association of Professional Singers, Mu- 
sicians, Writers and Producers.” 


2 WAGE BOOST OF THE WEEK. Arrested in 
= == Memphis for breaking into the Southern United 
Ice Co., where he was employed, and stealing 199 cartons 
of cigarettes worth $571, Donald C. Jeter, 23, told police 
why he did it. His explanation: he gambled away his 
paycheck, was two weeks behind in his rent and didn’t 
want to go home broke. 


FIRED-UP MOTORIST OF THE WEEK. Ap- 
= == pearing in a Durham, N. C., court to answer two 
charges of drunken driving, 45-year-old William R. 
Brooks of Hillsboro drew a 90-day road term on one 
count, was granted a jury trial on the other. Police testi- 
fied they charged Brooks with drunken driving one night, 
then found his car in a ditch the next afternoon with 
Brooks inside, not only intoxicated, but also on fire. 


-.\. HEATED ARGUMENT OF THE WEEK. Arguing 
= <== with her husband in Detroit, Mrs. Earl Williams 
threatened to set herself afire. When the threat failed 
to calm her mate, she struck a match, held it near her 
body. Result: her nylon gown flared up. She went to a 
hospital with second-degree burns all over her body. 
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Lake’s Xmas card, cover (l.), inside (r.). 


4... CHRISTMAS CARD OF THE WEEK. In St. 
= Albans, N. Y., silk screen stencil manufacturer 
Neville B. Lake, an ardent amateur greeting card designer, 
displayed his latest Yuletide effort. The miuuti-colored 
card heralds “St. Nick’s School for Santas, Class of ’56” 
with “Clauses now in session.” Inside, the card shows an 
interracial group of Santa Clauses studying how to build 
a better world. The card’s dedication: “to the memory of 
Rev. George Washington Lee, Lamarr Smith and Emmett 
Louis Till, murdered in the state of Mississippi.” 


SHOOTING OF THE WEEK. Admitted to a hos- 
pital with gunshot wounds in his left hand and 
right chest, Herman Jackson of Gene Autry, Okla., named 
his assailant: his hunting dog. Jackson explained that 
his dog accidentally hit the trigger while in his auto. 
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THE WEEK'S 
BEST PHOTOS 

















. —— United Press 
WM Grid Star ‘Shines’ At White Fla. Pool: Swimming with 
fellow white members of the New Britain (Conn.) high 
school football team at a Miami Beach, Fla., pool, star 
halfback Joe Willis is center of attraction as he spins off 
diving board. He played in Orange Bow! at Miami. 
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Isaac Sutton 
W Tree-Trimming Time: Typifying what thousands will 
be doing next week, pretty Chicago playground director 
Barbara White turns Santa’s helper for the moment as 
she rehearses her tree-trimming chores against a backdrop 
of “snow-covered” trees at Alpha Florist. 





Paul Schutzer 


W Ignored Acrobat: Sky-borne in an acrobatic leap, 
dancer Prince Spencer of the Four Step Brothers is play- 
fully ignored by New York dancer Stevie Karlson and 
Maceo Anderson, also of the Step Brothers. Occasion was 
43rd birthday of group’s senior member, Al Williams. 
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David Sutton 
W Enough To Go Around: Showing jazz singer Ella Fitz- 
gerald that her new $100 skirt is big enough for two, blues 
songstress Dinah Washington pays a backstage visit to 
Ella at Hollywood’s Mocambo night club. Ella, who played 
Mocambo earlier this year, returned by popular demand. 
32 
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David Sutton 
W Cigar Strut: While Leigh Bishop puffs away on his 
cigar, James Truitte proudly escorts her about stage at 
Ciro’s night club in Hollywood as the two Lester Horton 
dancers perform comedy routine, “Cuba Antigua.” The 
dance group last played Ciro’s in 1953, when Horton died. 
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TRENIER TWINS IDENTICAL | 


LOTS OF Out) FR 
RICH, HEARTY OLD) FC 
PREFER SMOOTH, MELLOW) FA 
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Remember—when you give 
Early Times, you're giving the 
straight that most whisky-wise 
Kentuckians choose! 


EARLY TIMES 


Every ounce a man’s whisky! 


KENTUCKY STRAIGHT BOURBON WHISKY « EARLY TIMES DISTILLERY COMPANY 
©1955, 9. F. 0. cone. LOUISVILLE 1, KENTUCKY + 86 PROOF 





Out! FRIENDS ENJOY 

OL! FORESTER... OTHERS 

Low EARLY TIMES. WE GIVE BOTH 
BOTK ARE BEAUTI- 

Girt) PACKAGED! 
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When you give Old Forester, 
you're giving the finest of 
fine bonded bourbons...gift 
decanter at no extra cost! 


OLD FORESTER 


There's nothing better in the market! 


pany KENTUCKY STRAIGHT BOURBON WHISKY + BOTTLED IN BOND + 100 PROOF 
BROWN-FORMAN DISTILLERS CORPORATION + AT LOUISVILLE IN KENTUCKY 









<> MODERN LIVING 
BUDGET-PRICED, FUR-TRIMMED 






Green broadcloth has deep-V 
Persian lamb collar. $85. 


Black broadcloth suit has white 
beaver collar and cuffs, costs $65. 








Beige wool fleece suit has 
three-quarter coat with brown 
beaver collar and cuffs. $90. 















SUITS : 


Long -jacket green _ broadcloth 
has snug Persian lamb collar. $85. 


This season’s. budget - priced, 
“Jong, lithe look” woolen suits are 
being “winterized” and glamorized 
with elegant touches of fur at the 
collars, cuffs, pockets—and even | 
on some hats. The smart, hip- 
hugging jackets are an American | 
adaptation of the sophisticated | 
Parisian styles. JET’S suits and 
hats are from the Irving May Co. 










Honey-brown broadcloth suit 
has collar, sleeves and hat 
trimmed in ranch mink. $110. 





Spice-brown, double-breasted 
suit with long jacket and 
ranch mink collar costs $75. 
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TRAVELOGUE While on a recent speaking tour, Hamp- 
ton Institute president Alonzo G. Moron unpacked at the 
Fort Hayes Hotel in Columbus, Ohio, discovered his lov- 
ing wife, Lee, had failed to pack his pajamas. So he slept 
like a collegian in his shirt and shorts . . . Nassau debu- 
tante Satella Dillet, who came to New York City with 
one wish—to meet Sammy Davis Jr., returned a sadder 
but wiser girl. She failed to check on Sammy’s engage- 
ments, arrived while he was on the West Coast... Har- 
lem dress designer Roslyn Page is readying a $1,000 
wardrobe for Thelma Brown, who received a special in- 
vitation from 
her relative, 
President Tub- 
man, to attend 
his inauguration 
in Liberia. 

| Ambassador 
Feted: Toasting 
their absent 
host, Sir Berk- 
eley Gage, Brit- 
ish ambassador 
to Thailand, 
and Lady Gage 
(1.) are enter- 
tained by Mrs. 
Bindley Cyrus 
in Chicago. 



































EDDINGS Biggest hubbub in the nation is over the 
Christmas Day marriage of beauty tycoon Rose Morgan 
and former heavyweight champion Joe Louis. Only mem- 
bers of the family and press will witness the ceremony 
at Rose’s Long Island home. Rose will be given in mar- 
riage by her nephew Ralph Morrison, who is assistant 
manager of the Rose Morgan House of Beauty, and his 
mother, Adelia Morgan of Chicago, will be her sister’s 
only attendant. Rev. M. L. Wilson, associate pastor of 
the Convent Avenue Baptist Church, where Rose is a 
member, will perform the service . . . Atlantans too will 
witness two outstanding weddings during the Christmas 
season. Jacquelyn Laughlin, attended by 10 bridesmaids, 
will exchange vows with Daniel Steven at Wheat Street 
Baptist Church on December 22 and Julia Juanita Mar- 
shall weds Robert Wyatt December 21 at West Hunter 
Street Baptist Church . . . Although she “loved” her hon- 
eymoon in Denver, Savannah model Loretta Carrington 
Young was anxious to get back home to the air-condi- 
tioned Cadillac her real estate broker bridegroom, Charlie, 
gave her for a wedding present. 





Wi Kappa Queen: 
Chosen queen of 
Los Angeles’ 
Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity Black 
and White Ball, 
Jean Thompson 
is crowned by 
Buster Brandon 
in Zenda Ball- 
room, where 
Kappas and 
guests danced to 
Woody Her- 
man’s music. 
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“Mi ‘Sultan’ Bunche: Enticed into sitting sultan-fashion 
on a New York ballroom floor in a rare pose, UN Under- 
secretary Ralph J. Bunche joins club members of The 
Women, Inc., as guest of honor at their annual Bal de 
Tete. Affair was in Carnival Room of Hotel Capitol. 


IAG LINE After the arrival on newsstands of the De- 
cember Ebony, Nassau playboy Uleric Ferguson had to 
engage a secretary to answer telephone calls and mail 
from interested women. One girl wrote: “I’m spending 
my last 57 cents for stamps to ask you to marry me. 
In heaven’s name, don’t say no!” . . . Los Angeles buzzes 
with news that the professional set’s most eligible wid- 
ower, Atty. Charles Matthews, is rehearsing for an altar 
march with Alice Hawkins, a member of the socialite 
Garrett family ...Alphaman and Harvard graduate 
Capt. John P. Rice, stationed at the Charleston, Maine, 
radar base, is beamed on Phyllis Taylor, a private secre- 
tary in New Brunswick, N. J. 
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WM Photographs College Women: Making movies of the 
Chicago meeting of the National Association of College 
Women, Mrs. George W. Prince (r.) shows Mrs. Elsie Mae 
Davis (1.), regional director, and Mrs. Thelma T. Wil- 
liams, national president, how movie camera works. 


STORY OF THE WEEK when Harlemite Lawson Bow- 
man’s bookkeeper began a count of unpaid checks for 
Bowman’s Rainbow Room and bar, $800 worth of tabs, 
signed by newsman Allan McMillan, turned up. Advised 
Allan: “Instead of sending flowers to my funeral, Law- 
son, make a blanket of the checks marked ‘Paid In Full’ 
and add ‘Rest In Peace’.” 
Ta rls eo 

HIGH FASHION Canadian-born fashion designer Verlie 
Morrison of New York warns her exclusive clients: 
“Watch your weight. Extra pounds like sugar in coffee, 
usually settle to the bottom” ... Tall, tan Philadelphia 
socialite Ada Gates had Quakers running into each other 
when she and a white companion rode the streets in a 
French-blue convertible Cadillac upholstered in quilted 
Chinese-red velvet. Ada wore a French blue great coat 
of cashmere lined with red velvet and a red velvet cloché 
with a six-inch rhinestone cupid with bow and arrow 
perched atop the cap. 
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OCKTAIL CHIT CHAT when complimented on his 
imperturbable poise, New York architect Don Butler, 
who designed Eartha Kitt’s midtown duplex, complained: 
“But I got ulcers keeping calm”... Over tall glasses in 
Atlanta they’re whispering about the great divide in the 
Rev. Bennie W. Bickers’ family. Mrs. Bickers, a Ph.D. 
professor at Atlanta University, taught her husband 
freshman English at Morehouse College ... When Wilma 
Nichols, manager of Ruth Jackson’s Beauty School in 
Birmingham, received a B. A. from Miles College, she 
sighed: “It took a long time but I made it.” She was 
graduated from Wendell Phillips High School in Chicago 
17 years ago, but had to go to work instead of college 

. Adell Garrett, owner of an employment agency and 
secretarial service, is stopping traffic on Chicago’s 63rd 
Street with a white, $3,400 Corvette, a birthday gift from 
her husband .. . Lenerte Roberts, big wheel real estate 
broker of Philadelphia, upset the rich, white colony of 
West Atlantic City, N. J., by purchasing a mr. 500 home 
with a back 
veranda over- 
looking the At- 
lantic. 








> 


W Framed: Get- 
ting an assist 
from sculptor 
Selma Burke, 
Elizabeth Lee 
Thompson gives 
a live portrayal 
of “The Girl in 
the Frame,’’a 
popular art 
piece, at the Phil- 
adelphia Pyra- 
mid Club’s artist 
party. 
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** PEOPLE ARE 





% The A&T College “snickering” incident at Greensboro, 





N. C., where students hooted the governor for pro- 
nouncing Negro as “Nigra” in a campus address. Speak- 
ing on a statewide TV hookup, Gov. Luther Hodgest 
paused twice to carefully pronounce the word correctly, 
then resorted to the less controversial “colored people.” 


That Memphis church congregation that finally ousted 
its liquor-gulping pastor—but not before he appeared 
costumed as Adam before a group of the ladies, whom 
he asked to take a good look at him. 


The speech Mississippi editor Percy Greene made at 
St. Louis’ Pine Street YMCA public affairs forum. He 
said many of the Negroes now running around quoting 
Patrick Henry’s “Give Me Liberty Or Give Me Death” 
forget that when Henry made the remark, he was 
among friends and the British were over 3,000 miles 
away. 


How the director of the St. Louis Municipal Civil Serv- 
ice Commission re-worded his language after describing 
a few Negroes working in his office as “boys.” When the 
Negro fair employment group he was addressing chal- 
lenged him about it, he corrected himself to say, “adult 
boys.” 


The theft of the wardrobe of Rev. John L. Branham 
from his dressing room in Los Angeles’ $1 million St. 
Paul’s Baptist Church. Branham is now minus four 
$125 suits, nine white shirts ($121), three pairs of 
shoes ($240), 12 white handkerchiefs ($36), three ties 
($6), and four pairs of sox worth $12. 


The mix-up in Harlem over the intentions of famed 
male beautician Frankie Belt. His beauty parlor was 
shut down and everybody thought he had gone out of 
business. A week or so later he re-opened across the 
street from his former location. 
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TALKING ABOUT 
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«!» What happened to newsman Joe Sewall in Washington. 

He arrived at his apartment to find his wife had quit 
the scene and his life as well. Chubby Sewall left with 
a van loaded with household equipment, including her 
husband’s favorite pot in which he cooked his thrice- 
weekly red beans and rice. 


--The National League outfield star who is very near 

- marriage to a fortyish, twice-divorced glamor girl. 
They say the baseball ace’s white Cadillac is parked 
nightly near her Long Island home. 


«!- How rusty-haired gospel singer Heston Hollis discovered 

*** she could make more money from a song she composed 
(Patta Cake) by selling it to her own choir director 
than she could to the small orchestra combo that tried 
it out for her. She says the song gets better results in 
church shouts than it does from dancing jitterbugs. 


wt, Fhe way 20th Century-Fox studio bosses squelched ru- 

-t* mors they were having trouble with Dorothy Dandridge 
when they sent her a huge bouquet of flowers for her 
Riviera Hotel opening in Las Vegas. 


«!- The situation left by a recently-deceased Memphis pho- 

“*tographer, whose second wife and kids stand to lose 
everything because his affairs were so mixed up his 
first wife and children may get his estate. 


!-How a famous New York-Connecticut banking family 
ea * bought off a Negro beautician to prevent her from ap- 
pearing as co-respondent in a divorce suit. 


«|. The 150-member Pittsburgh fan club which is dedicated 
“** to pushing the singing Smoothtones. Secretary Eleanor 
Davis says each girl has pledged to sell 50 copies of the 

quartet’s new No Doubt About It platter. 
—DAN BURLEY 
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Wi ‘Man Of Distinc- 
tion’: Honored at 
a Calvert Distillers 
testimonial dinner 
for “Men Of Dis- 
tinction,’ Henry 
Arrington (r.), 
Dade County, Fla., 
prosecutor, re- 
ceives plaque from 
Calvert president 
Tubie Resnick. Dis- 
tillery firm, which 
features noted Ne- 
groes in ads cited 
10 at dinner. 








Died: 

Osceola E. McKaine, 63, a native of Sumter, S. C., a for- 
mer associate editor of The Lighthouse and Informer and 
leader of the South Carolina Progressive Democratic or- 
ganization; following a short illness; in Brussels, Belgium 
. .. Dr. Robert S. Reid, 65, a Chicago dentist; following 
a year’s illness; at West Side Veterans Hospital .. . Mrs. 
Alma Love of Jackson, Miss., mother of Ebony magazine 
associate editor Lerone Bennett; following a long illness; 
at her home . . . Miss Mattie Anderson, Chicago socialite 
and member of the Royalites Civic And Charity Club; fol- 
lowing a brief illness; at Billings Hospital . . . Theodore 
Stanford, 41, managing editor of the weekly Philadelphia 
Tribune; of injuries sustained in an automobile collision; 
at Philadelphia General Hospital... John Osborn of 
Cincinnati, who claimed he was 140 years old; at his home 
... Mrs. Armie L. Stewart, 35, of Anniston, Ala., hotel 
owner; following a brief illness; at her home. 
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| JOURNALISM 


Publisher’s Kin Buys Our World For $14,000 

The Our World Publishing Co. of New York, which 
; was recently declared bankrupt and placed in receiver- 
ship, was purchased at public auction for $14,000 by P. 
M. Taylor, former circulation manager for the discon- 
} tinued Our World magazine and brother-in-law of the 
company’s president, John P. Davis. The purchase sum 
will be used for payments to the company’s creditors 
and former employees on a pro rated basis. The magazine, 
a monthly, was founded by Davis in 1946. 








Wi Press Photographers’ Queen: Voted “Miss Press Pho- 

, tographer of 1955” by the Independent Press Photograph- 

! ers Assn. in New York, RCA lab clerk Gail Fisher of East 

Orange, N. J., offers a big kiss to association president 

‘ Chick Solomon in exchange for giant victory trophy (r.). 
Harlean Harris (1.) won title in 1954. 
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Sugar Ray Kayoes Olson, Regains Crown 
Sugar Ray Rob- S 

inson knocked 
out Carl (Bobo) 
Olson at 2:51 of 
the second round 
at Chicago to 
become: 1) the 
first fighter in 
history to hold 
the middle- 
weight title 
three times; and 
2) at 35, the sec- 
ond oldest mid- 
dleweight 
champion in his- 
tory. Tommy 
Ryan, who re- 
tired in 1907 at P 
age 37, was the a 

oldest. Almost NY Sates” 7%. 3s 
immediately aft- Happy wife Edna Mae kisses new champ. 
erward, Sugar Ray began contemplating his future, 
which includes: a possible rematch with Olson in 90 days, 
a probable revenge bout with conqueror Tiger Jones, and 
financial difficulties. Sugar Ray’s $46,439 share of the 
gate was attached by the Internal Revenue Department, 
which claims he owes Uncle Sam $87,318.35. But the new 
champion was said to have beaten a complete financial 
shutout by obtaining $30,000 in advances from the IBC. 
His managers also were allowed to take their cut. It was 
reported in New York that Sugar Ray will place all of his 
Harlem business establishments on sale in a further effort 
to get out of the red. Meanwhile, he said he wants to do- 
nate some future fight purses to the NAACP and “the 
Israel Fund.” 
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Arrest Negroes Who Played Golf On ‘White’ Links 

Five of six Greensboro, N. C., Negroes who played nine 
holes of golf on a “private” course for white people were 
arrested and charged with trespassing. Gillespie Park 
golf pro Ernest Edwards said the six Negroes requested 
permission to play and were told the club was limited to 
members only. Edwards said the Negroes placed their 
green fees on the club house counter and played anyway. 
Edwards called police when the players refused to heed 
his demand that they leave. 


Negro Named MVP In Junior Rose Bowl 

Charles McNeal, one of eight Negro members of the 
Compton (Cal.) College football team, was named the 
“Most Valuable Player” in the Junior Rose Bowl game at 
Pasadena. McNeal ran 74 yards to score on an end-around 
play and also nabbed a pass to set up another Compton 
touchdown in a 22 to 13 victory over Jones (Miss.) County 
Junior College. Meanwhile, Jim Waddell, Compton’s out- 
standing star and also a Negro, suffered multiple injuries 
in a pileup of Mississippi players. 











Wi First Down Run: Joe Clark Willis, sensational, 18-year- 
old New Britain (Conn.) High School halfback, drives for 
first down in game against Miami (Fla.) High in Orange 
Bowl. Willis, who scored 123 points during season, re- 
injured ankle on play, left game. Miami won, 20 to 12. 














W Getting An Early Start: Little four-year-old Kay 
Michele Haynes, daughter of Harlem Magicians co-owner 
Marques Haynes (r.), gets an early start at basketball. 
Helping her father explain the game is the other Magi- 
cians owner, Reece (Goose) Tatum. 


Play Ist Mixed Basketball Game In Tennessee 
Two Negroes played as substitutes in the first integrated 
basketball game ever held in Tennessee. Fred Guinn, who 
scored nine points, and Lawrence Graham, who scored 
four, played for Oak Ridge High School in a home game 
against Powell Valley. Powell Valley won, 54 to 53. About 
50 Negroes attend Oak Ridge, which is operated by the 
Atomic Energy Commission. 
Negro Golf Pro Autographs New Line Of Clubs 
Charles Sifford, the golfer, signed with the Burke Golf 
Co. of Newark, Ohio, as the first Negro links pro to auto- 
graph a line of golf clubs in the U. S. 
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Sports Club To Namz Half-Century Grid Team 

The 100 Per Cent Wrong Club, an Atlanta sports organi- 
zation, announced plans for the selection of an all-time 
football team to be composed of Negro stars who partici- 
pated in intercollegiate play during the first half of the 
20th Century. 


Sowell, Dillard Nominated For Sullivan Award 

Two Negroes are among eight athletes nominated for 
the Sullivan Award, an award annually presented by the 
NAAU to the nation’s top amateur star. The two: Arnie 
Sowell, Pitt’s great middle-distance runner; and Harrison 
Dillard, Cleveland hurdler. The 1954 winner was Mal 
Whitfield, two-time Olympic 800-meter champion. 


Arizona Schoolboy Dies During Basketball Practice 

A 16-year-old basketball star at South Mountain High 
School in Phoenix, Ariz., died in the school gymnasium 
after fainting during a practice’session. Oscar Dawson was 
pronounced dead of “apparent natural causes” by a physi- 
cian after a resus- 
citator failed to re- 
vive him. 


> 
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"Comeback Com- 
pleted: Roy Cam- 
panella, great 
Brooklyn Dodger 
catcher, is made 
mighty happy on 
learning that he 
was named the Na- 
tional League’s 
“Most Valuable 
Player’’ for 1955. 
The honor is the 
third such won by 
Roy in five years. 




































"It's not that we don't welcome your contribution but your 


hair should be given a MURRAY'S CHRISTMAS first!’ 





Murray 5 HAIR POMADE 


‘MURRAY'S SUPERIOR PRODUCTS CO. 
8440 South Chicago Avenue Chicago 17, Illinois 



































INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc”? Young 


This nation is 348 years old. In 1776, having chal- 
lenged the British, with Negroes in there clouting, 
too, Americans declared their independence. Yet, 
events of recent days prove that the USA still is 
just a growing baby—and baby got a good burping 
in the case of Marv Griffin vs. Bob Grier. 

For a baby, fed to stomach’s full, a burping is a 
good thing. And when Georgia’s Gov. Griffin de- 
cided to get racial, all because Georgia Tech had 
agreed to play Pitt, with Grier at fullback, in the 
Sugar Bowl, he did a good deed for the cause of 
freedom. Because of him, thousands of southerners 
who had never seen the foolhardiness of Jim Crow 
began to realize that race prejudice is the most 
ridiculous of the luxuries. 

That’s the good thing that resulted from 
Griffin’s dramatic appeal to the mongrel doc- 
trine of racial superiority. When Georgia stu- 
dents demonstrated their disapproval, they 
were bellowing the baby’s burp. They were prov- 
ing that times are changing. They were proving 
that light is stronger than the blackest night. 
Another thing: this incident proved, again, that 

sport is America’s greatest force for grass-roots 
democracy. Disagree, if you must, but can you beat 
this? When Emmett Till was lynched, nobody in 
Mississippi burned Hugh White in effigy. Nobody 
stormed the capitol. But when Griffin told Georgia 
Tech not to play against a Negro, that was another 
story. In sport, there has long been a democratic 
precedent. Hurry the day when what is now in- 
tegral in sport becomes integral in all American 
life. Perhaps then we can live in the peace we have 
sought for 336 years! 

















| CRIME) 


Cops Nab 4, Crush ‘Shoplifting To Order’ Ring 

Four Los Angeles women, three of them sisters, who 
“took orders” from housewives for goods they would 
obtain by shoplifting, were arrested for burglarizing large 
department stores after police recovered $3,000 worth of 
new women’s clothing. Mrs. Esther Covan, 33; Mrs. Eliz- 
abeth Davis, 45; and Mrs. Loucrist Richardson, 42, whose 
daughter, Mary Ann Curley, 17, was held as a juvenile 
delinquent, took orders then went out and stole the 
merchandise, police said. 





Pa. Human Relations Official Seized In Dope Raid 
Four musicians, one a $4,900-a-year investigator for the 
Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations, were ar- 
rested in a dope raid at Philadelphia’s Germantown 
Tavern. Seized were Michael G. Jefferson of the commis- 
sion, Leonard (Red) Spencer, leader of the Red Flames, 
bass player Nathaniel Grimes, who is also a city gas com- 
pany employe, and Harry Tucker. Police said Jefferson 
had two marijuana cigarets in his pocket, and Spencer 
three. Tucker was charged with possession of heroin. 


Nab 2 Okla. Teens Who Used Cattle For Targets 

Two teen-age boys who used seven head of cattle for 
target practice were charged with cruelty to animals in 
Guthrie, Okla., after shooting the animals to death. The 
boys, 15 and 16 years old, face a maximum prison term 
“of five years on the charge. 





Atlantans Kill Brother In Defense Of Mother 

A 20-year-old man who fought and threw dishes 
at his mother during an outburst of temper in her 
restaurant was shot to death by his two brothers. 
Murder indictments were sought against 21-year-old 
Alphonse Daniel and his brother, Charles, 19, in the 
killing of their brother, Augustus, after he went into 
his mother’s restaurant and started fighting her. 


























Wi Seized In Money-Making Fraud: Arrested in Philadel- 
phia after swindling a merchant seaman out of $6,200, 
Cleveland Lockwood (1.), 40, is held by detectives who 
inspect “money-making machine” (r.) which Lockwood 
and an accomplice told seaman would turn out two $10 
bills for each one put inside it. 


Harlem Tavernkeeper Dies, Shot By Wife 
A 47-year-old Harlem tavern owner, once prominent in 


*“ numbers and gambling racketeering, died of bullet wounds 


during an argument with his wife over money. Police said 
Jake Richards, brother of the late Harlem numbers racket 
boss “Big Joe” Richards, was shot in the groin by his wife, 
Illian, 36, in the bedroom of their Yonkers, N. Y., home. 
Man Who Scalded Pa. Girls Attempts Suicide 

A Philadelphia man, Nelson Stevens, charged with toss- 
ing scalding water on two little girls who came to his 
door for a Halloween night “trick or treat,” attempted 
suicide by drinking a quart of rubbing alcohol. 
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BRUTAL TEXAS MURDER SOLVED 
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Herbert Johnson was 
named NAACP presi- 


dent in November. 


KILLS NAACP LEADER 


Despite a recent outbreak of 
anti-NAACP violence in nearby 
LaGrange, where KKK crosses 
were burned and threats made, 
58-year-old Texas civic leader 
Herbert Johnson fearlessly or- 
ganized a NAACP branch last 
month in Schulenburg—20 miles 
away. The goal: Negro partici- 
pation in general elections. Last 
week Johnson’s badly battered 
body, with the skull fractured 
and the flesh burned to a crisp, 
was found in a lonely spot on 
his 65-acre farm. 

Arriving on the scene, Sheriff 
T. O. McGinty was dumbfounded 
at the savagery of the killers. 





% a “ ne * od 
After dressing body a mile on rope sihashed t to car, ‘killer doused 
both with gasoline and fired them. 
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The middle-aged 
man, who was 
the president of 
every important 
Negro organiza- 
tion in the area, 
had been clob- 
bered over the 
head with a ce- 
dar post, then 
his nude body 
was lashed to 
the bumper of 
his car and 
dragged more 
than a mile to a 
desolate pasture, 
where it and the 
car were burned. 
There were few 
clues—no foot or 
fingerprints, no 
eye-witnesses. 
When news of 
the outrageous 
crime spread 
outside Texas’ 
cattle-and - corn 
country, there 
was speculation 
that the well-to- 
do farmer and 
part-time jani- 
tor for the town 
mayor and local 
bank had been 


IN DISPUTE OVER RICH OIL LAND 
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Sheriff McGinty (above) questions L. C. 
Henry, 15, after arrest, exhibits cedar post 
(below) used in slaying. 











se EPi 

Widow, Naomi, was 

shocked at cousin’s 
brutality. 
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Cousin Admits Slaying Over Oil Land 








murdered in true Dixie style by in- 
tegration-fearing whites. But the 
town people and Sheriff McGinty 
were not so sure. Outraged at the 
murder, the Schulenburg Chamber 
of Commerce launched a drive to 
raise a $5,000 reward. 

Believing that an intimate 
“friend” had committed the mur- 
der, Sheriff McGinty grilled mem- 
bers of the family. He learned that 
NAACPer Johnson, as administrator 
of his father’s estate—which in- 
cluded 145 acres of potential oil 


land—had engendered jealousies among 16 possible heirs. 
When a neighbor remembered seeing 15-year-old L. C. Hen- 
ry, a distant cousin of the slain man, running in the pas- 


ture, the sheriff de- 
cided to question 
him. Hours later, 
the boy admitted 
killing Johnson. 
Convinced that 
the seventh grader 
murdered his cou- 
sin because of a 
family squabble 
over the oil land, 
Sheriff McGinty, 
glad he had dis- 
proved rumors of 
Texas’ first racial 
violence this year, 
beamed: “We just 
don’t have that 
kind of thing. This 


Scene of slaying was shed on Johnson’s ‘8 Texas. Men are 
arm. 


men.” 
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\ ENTERTAINMENT 


Pianist Fletcher Butler Has Nervous Breakdown 
Victim of a nervous breakdown, Fletcher 
Butler, 48, one of Chicago’s best-known 
musicians and bandleaders, was taken to 
the Cook County Hospital for observation 
shortly after he played a private engage- 
ment at the Sherman Hotel. According to 
Charles Elgar, vice-president of Musicians 
Union Local 208, Butler was the favorite 
pianist and orchestra leader for wealthy 
whites on Chicago’s famed Gold Coast. Builer 
“He was the only musician we know,” said Elgar, “for whom 
people gave affairs on the dates he wanted.” Butler earned 
as much as $50 an hour as a single entertainer. Elgar 
added that when news of his illness got out, one of Butler’s 
wealthy patrons had the musician moved from the county 
hospital to a private sanitarium. 





Moulin Rouge Bought By White Casino Operator 

The interracial Moulin Rouge Hotel in Las Vegas, 
closed since October because of financial difficulties, was 
purchased by white Las Vegas casino operator Joe W. 
Brown for an undisclosed amount. There were rumors 
the plush hostelry would be turned into a hospital, al- 
though Brown, who owns the downtown Horseshoe Club, 
has announced no re-opening date or policy plan for the 
hotel. Meanwhile three Los Angeles investors, who put a 
total of $30,000 into the venture last February, filed suit 
for return of their investment on grounds the owners 
were not licensed to sell securities in Los Angeles. 


‘Blackboard Jungle’ Banned In Singapore, Malaya 

The controversial M-G-M movie Blackboard Jungle, 
which stars Sidney Poitier in a story of school hoodlums, 
was banned in Malaya and Singapore. Ruled the Singa- 
pore censor’s board: “It showed too much hooliganism in 
schools and would not be compatible with conditions in - 
Singapore.” 
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Splendora Film Co. On Location For Ist Film 

The newly-organized Splendora Film Co. went on loca- 
tion in Key West, Fla., to make its first film, Carib Gold, 
starring Ethel Waters. A production staff headed by direc- 
tor Warren Coleman left New York by plane for Key 
West. Actors will follow within a few days. The film, an 
original screenplay by Charles Gossett, is scheduled for 
release in early spring. It also stars former heavyweight 
fighter Coley Wallace and New York actress Cecily Tyson. 
Splendora is a company organized by Coleman and 
financed by the New York stock brokerage firm of J. H. 
Lederer and Co., to make films about Negro life. 


Adele Addison Soloist On Boston ‘Messiah’ Record 
Soprano Adele Addison was a soloist with the Handel 
and Haydn Society of Boston when it recorded The Mes- 
siah for the first time for public consumption on Decem- 
ber 11. Miss Addison, from Springfield, Mass., gained 
recognition with the New York City Center Opera Co. 





W Together In 
New Movie: Fol- 
lowing their 
highly ac- 
claimed per- 
formance in the 
MGM movie 
Trial, Juano 
Hernandez and 
Glenn Ford dis- 
cuss script of 
latest film in 
which they ap- 
pear, Fearful 
Decision, cur- 
rently under 
production in 
Hollywood. 
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A Although he had $10,000 
cash for a Lincoln Conti- 
nental Mark II, a Harlem 
physician was told by a 
salesman that he lacked 
the “proper background” to 
own one. 


A Model Dorothea Towles, 
who’s occupying Eartha 
Kitt’s Riverside Drive 
apartment, has had the 
phone number changed 
twice because so many of 
the singer’s wealthy ad- 
mirers keep calling. 


A Father Divine discontin- 
ued printing his New Day 
paper at the plant of a 
Philly newspaper because 
the latter ran some critical 
stories about his Kingdom. 


A Harry Belafonte is work- 
ing on a new night club act 
in which he will use a 10- 
voice chorus. 


A Dancer Bunny Briggs 
took a screen test for the 
lead role in the movie 
they’re shooting on the life 
of Bill Robinson. 











A When Duke Ellington 
was asked to play a benefit 
dance at Jackson (Miss.) 
College, his agents didn’t 
want to sign the contract. 
However, Duke okayed it, 
saying “I want to help my 
people down there.” 


A Labor leader A. Philip 
Randolph shied from posing 
for pictures with New York 
Gov. Averell Harriman at a 
cocktail party honoring 
Randolph and fellow labor 
leader Willard Townsend. 
Insiders say the reasons are 
political. 


A Ex-heavyweight champ 
Ezzard Charles is shopping 
to buy a restaurant in 
downtown Cincinnati. 


A Gloria ($64,000 Ques- 
tion) Lockerman is being 
groomed to emcee a morn- 
ing children’s radio show 
over a Baltimore station. 


A The Royal Jokers will be 
the first rock and roll quar- 
tet to play London’s Pal- 
ladium Theater. 
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A Singer Arthur Lee Simp- 
kins signed an exclusive 
pact with the Thunderbird 
Hotel—it’ll be the only spot 
in Las Vegas where he’ll 
appear in the next five 
years. 

A Male beautician Frenchy 
Casimir will be flying be- 
tween his Harlem shop and 
Haiti, where he opened a 
beauty parlor while on va- 
cation. 

A In the forthcoming 
Broadway musical Mr. Won- 
derful a runway will be 
built out into the audience 
so Sammy Davis Jr. can 
sing in the Al Jolson man- 
ner. 

A Disc Jockey Al Benson 
stopped in a Chicago bar 
and heard bartender J. B. 
Lenore singing along with 
the juke box and was so 
impressed with J. B.’s voice 
he signed him to record for 
his Parrot label. 
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Casimir Winters 
A Joe Williams recorded 
Every Day four times on 
small labels before it be- 
came a hit when he sang 
it with Count Basie’s or- 
chestra. 


A Ex-model and beauty 
contest winner June Ballard 
is making plans to open a 
charm school in Philly fcr 
women past 40. 


A Former dancer St. Clair 
Rogers, now a Miami whis- 
key salesman, is opening a 
swank barbershop in the 
Lord Calvert Hotel. 


A Concert singer Larry 
Winters planed to Europe 
for a series of opera ap- 
pearances. 


A Louis Armstrong, the jazz 
trumpeter, was signed to 
play himself in the MGM 
movie production of High 
Society, which will co-star 
Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra 
and Grace Kelly. 
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AA heart condition will 
force Washington attorney, 
Perry Howard Sr., national 
GOP committeeman from 
Mississippi, to curb his po- 
litical activities. 

A Lanky ex-Boston Celtic 
star Don Barksdale retired 
from basketball to devote 
full time to his executive 
duties with an Oakland, 
Calif., radio station and 
youth work. 


A Wedding bells are about 
to ring for Columbia, S. C., 
schoolteacher Lula Harrell 
and traveling salesman 
Sam Whiteman. 


A Blues singer Lloyd 
(Lawdy, Miss Clawdy) Price 
shed his GI uniform and 
returned to the night club 
and theater circuit. 


A Walt Dukes, lanky 
basketball star with 
the Knickerbockers, 
will enter New York 
University Law School 
in February. 


A Teen-age model 
Yvonne Mullins, 
winner of the “Miss 
Transit” beauty 
contest, will use her 
prize money as a 
down payment ona 
mink coat. 

—MAJOR ROBINSON 





A Singer Dolores Parker is 
apartment hunting after 
getting notice that she had 
to vacate the swank apart- 
ment Joe Louis had turned 
over to her. 


A Socialite Sega Fleming 
McEwen left Dee Cee to 
live in Detroit, where she 
opened a cleaning plant. 


A Violation of Los Angeles 
traffic laws earned hot jazz 
violinist Stuff Smith a 30- 
day jail sentence. 














Yvonne Mullins 
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Eartha To Make TV Acting Debut As “Salome” 


Singer Eartha Kitt will make her debut 
as a dramatic actress when she stars in 
the Omnibus presentation of Salome 
(Sunday, December 18, 5 p. m., EST) on 
CBS-TV. Miss Kitt, who has announced 
she will cancel future night club engage- 
ments to appear on the stage, is slated to 
star in Jazz Getaway, a new Broadway 
musical, in 1956. Other Negroes scheduled 
to appear on television and radio this 
week include: Eartha Kitt 
Nat (King) Cole and Ella Fitzgerald on Ford Star Jubilee 
(Saturday, December 17, at 9:30 p. m., EST) on CBS-TV. 


The Treniers on the Perry Como Show (Saturday, De- 
cember 17, at 8 p. m., EST) on NBC-TV. 


Erroll Garner on Tonight (Thursday, December 22, at 
11:30 p. m., EST) on NBC-TV. 


Count Basie and Joe Williams on The Kathy Godfrey | 






Show (Saturday, December 17, at 1:30 p. m., EST) on CBS 
radio. 


Al Hibbler and Illinois Jacquet on Basin St. Jazz (Satur- 
day, December 17, at 10 p. m., EST) on CBS radio. 
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